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In 2002, in one of our neighbouring village Darigaon 40-45 hct land had lost its fertility 
due to the use of large amount of chemical fertilizers. At that time people had not taken 
any action on the situation but when the soil was checked later, it was proved that it had 
lost its fertility by using large amounts of chemical fertilizer. At the time I was eight 
years old and after the incident I decided to do some thing about this problem. Keeping 
that in mind I decided to get deep knowledge of agriculture through books and the 
internet. My teacher was very helpful in the process which spanned three years. After that 
I got together a group of twenty friends and two teachers and started working on my first 
project in my village Raipurchor on 8th October 2011 and completed it in February 2012 
after that I started my project in Alampur and other small villagers, proceeding to taking 
it up in Darigaon.  
 
On 21st August 2012 we started work in Darigaon, we knew that it was not going to be 
easy and we would have to face problems convincing farmers hence we made our team’s 
structure.                                                                         
For explaining the idea of compost and the procedure we had- My teacher Mr Brajkishore 
Pandey, my friends Deepak Kumar, Pappu, myself, and 5 others members. 
For organizing the meeting with the farmers-Manish Suraj and 3 members 
Overall management- My teacher Mr Brajkishore Pandey and myself.  
 
Along with us we had 20 farmers of that village who had produced compost and used it 
in their farm. At, Darigaon educated people welcomed our team and were attracted to our 
experience and knowledge and promised me that they will help us to complete our project 
in Darigaon.  
In Darigaon our team achieved starting success with knowing what problems farmers 
faced.  
(1) by using compost farmers felt the productivity can be less  
(2) the use of compost is diffcult than the chemical fertilizer and needs labour for the 
work.  
(3) Farmers who don’t have farm animals cannot manufacture compost. 
    Our team tried to suggest solutions to their problems in the following ways. 
(i) I took the help of our village farmers who had used compost and whose productivity 
has not been affected by the use.  
(ii) Our team advised them to make their compost dug in their own agriculture field . So 
that they can make compost as animals go grazing there in the evenings. By this  
transportation problems of compost can be solved. 
(iii) For their third problems we told the farmers for buying compost from the other 
farmers who had cattle and that our team will coordinate their efforts.  
 
Overall we tried convincing farmers that chemical fertilizers are like sweet poison for the 
soil’s fertility, that they are useful only in the short term and were detrimental both to the 



land and nearby water resources in the long run. We could thus address farmers issues on 
organic fertilizers by mobilizing our own group and resources and didn’t need any help 
from the government.  
 
Adityaraj Srivastava, is a class 10 student of High School Raipurchor, Bihar. His story 
reaffirms how our environment is very much a part of our thinking and our passions.  
 
Aditya has been communicating his progress via phone and sent us videos shot on his 
phone while talking to the farmers. On asked if he’d continue his work after the challenge 
was over, he had to say ‘well I was doing this even before the challenge!’. His major 
learnings were, ‘Literate farmers insisted on using chemical fertilizers because it was 
easy to transport, I therefore had to bring along farmers who had used compost khaad and 
talk about its benefits for them to believe’. His own learnings were very big, ‘I intend to 
take up agricultural sciences as my career path and this gave me an insight of what 
farmers want and what is good for our environment in the long term. I will work towards 
this in my future career’.  
 


